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box is awesome. The sheets are
perfect and look more expensive
than they were. Thank you awesome
SS. Photo Credit: Brad Penner-USA
TODAY Sports After watching a
few World Juniors over the holidays
I was left wondering why I have
such a soft spot for this tournament.
The level is as close to a low-
ranking youth tournament as you
will find. Most of the games don’t
last more than fifty minutes, many
less. There aren’t many teams that
advance that are even good enough
to compete in the OHL, NCAA, or
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college ranks (they would probably
be serviceable in the USHL or
NAHL). If a team manages to
compete and advance for an OHL
Championship trophy that team has
probably been in the top-25 in the
country. Entering the tournament
there were three teams that had a
real chance to advance to the gold
medal game: Russia, Sweden, and
Switzerland. The big two, Russia
and Sweden, had pretty even odds
of advancing, but Russia had to face
the defending champs in the
quarterfinal and Sweden had to face
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the team that came in last in the
group stage. However, the matchup
panned out better for Switzerland,
thanks to a few great goaltending
performances. The Swiss improved
to 18-3-1 in their lifetime at the
World Juniors (per FCS) and
managed to make it to the
semifinals with a 6-4-1-1 record in
group play. Unlike their stronger
opponents, the Swiss didn’t need to
rely on great goaltending for
advancement and used their speed
to break down their opponents. In
the quarterfinals the Swiss took on
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the high-powered squad of the
United States. Coming into this
matchup, the Swiss had not beaten
the Americans at the World Juniors
since
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